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The Pittsburgh Religion and Labor Conference 


We present here in full the “Resolutions and Objectives” promulgated by the “First International 
Religion-Labor Conference” held by the National Religion and Labor Foundation in Pittsburgh, Pa., 
October 9-11, 1944. 


The Pittsburgh Conference held by the National Relig- 
ion and Labor Foundation in October included 225 dele- 
gates “from all parts of the United States and Canada.” 
Among them were prominent Protestant, Catholic and 
Jewish leaders, persons holding responsible positions in 
the AFL and the CIO; also “key individuals from the 
Y.W.C.A., the Cooperative Movement, and the National 
Council for a Permanent FEPC; also two representatives 
of industry.” A major purpose of the gathering was “to 
permit specialists in the fields of religion and labor to get 
acquainted and to work out ways of sharing materials and 
techniques.” 

The bulletin of the Foundation, Economic Justice, for 
October, from which the text of the findings printed below 
is taken, records that the discussion developed “a surpris- 
ing unanimity of opinion, when one considers the areas 
of the nation from which the delegates had come and the 
differences of their background. All recognized that the 
present drift of the nation is in the direction of the pre- 
dominance of business attitudes in postwar planning and 
that this can only be counterbalanced by successful political 
action on the part of organized and unorganized labor, the 
farmers, and the urban and rural churches all working 
hand in hand, constantly insisting upon the full considera- 
tion of human rights.” 

The text of the “Resolutions and Objectives” is as 
follows : 


1. A Job Is a Moral Right 


In full view of the complexities that confront this nation 
and the world as the war approaches its conclusion and the 
postwar needs call out for concerted planning by all ele- 
ents in society, we affirm our belief in the special joint 
responsibility of organized labor and the institutions of 
religion for a constructive, rational, humane and demo- 
cratic adjustment to the demands of the peoples for free- 
dom and security. To us this means faith and jobs; faith 
in God and man, jobs and abundant living for all. This 
in turn means an understanding of the forces with which 
we must deal and the will to master them. 


1 The office of the Foundation is at 106 Carmel Street, New 
Haven 11, Conn. Professor Liston Pope is Chairman and Willard 
Uphaus, Executive Secretary. 


We recognize the moral right of each worker to a job 
and we declare that this right receives its sanction not only 
from material necessity but from religious teaching. This 
Conference upholds the workers in their right and reaffirms 
its devotion to the principle that the welfare of every man 
is written into the very constitution of the moral order. 


Il. Political Action Both A Right and A Responsibility 


This Conference affirms the moral obligation of all 
qualified citizens to register and vote ; calls for the abolition 
of the poll tax and all discriminatory restrictions upon the 
free exercise of the franchise. We call particularly upon 
the members of labor unions and of religious communions 
to exercise their franchise at the polls on November 7 in 
behalf of progressive candidates for office—local, state and 
national. It places itself, likewise, on record as defending 
the right and urging the responsibility of church groups 
and labor unions to organize for political action, in order 
that a people’s government may be guaranteed and that 
ethical principles of religion may find expression in the 
formulation of laws and the administration of public af- 
fairs. We cite as examples of such organization the CIO- 
PAC, both in the United States and Canada, the Religious 
Associates of the NC-PAC, the political action commit- 
tees of the AFL, and all other labor and religious agencies 
which publicly avow their political character with no at- 
tempt to conceal the same, that are set up to participate 
directly in the political life of the nation. 


Ill. Undemocratic Procedures Condemned 


Knowing from first-hand experience that undemocratic 
procedures often prevail both in labor unions and relig- 
ious organizations, we hereby call upon the members of 
religious organizations and upon the members of trade 
unions in the United States and Canada to secure and 
to maintain democratic processes of freedom of speech, 
freedom of the press, liberty of conscience, the holding of 
fair elections, the protection of minority groups and the 
abolition of race discrimination in all of the meetings and 
activities of both organizations. 


IV. Churches Asked to Carry Union Label 


Recognizing the contribution that organized labor has 
made and is making towards the building of a more equit- 
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able social and economic order, this Conference recom- 
mends that all of the religious organizations of the United 
States and Canada take steps to have their printing done 
in shops that have collective bargaining agreements with 
the Allied Printing Trades; that they carry the Union 
Label upon all of their printed matter, and that where 
religious organizations own and operate their own print- 
ing plants they instruct their Publishing Agents to sign 
collective bargaining agreements with the Allied Printing 
Trades. 

The Conference especially commends the United Church 
of Canada for instructing its Publishing Agents to enter 
into a closed shop agreement with the Allied Printing 
Trades. 

V. In Defense of Minority Groups 


1. The cooperation of Labor and Religion on minority 
issues is dependent on fostering better understanding be- 
tween organized labor and organized religion. 

2. In the Fair Employment Practice Committee we have 
objectives of equal concern to religion and labor and a 
specific organization for working to achieve these ob- 
jectives. 

3. Community organization to deal with minority prob- 
lems should be initiated by church and labor leaders and 
should seek to include as many elements of the community 
as possible. Through working at a common task finer re- 
lationships are established. 

4. Similiarly direct action groups organized for minority 
rights should seek to unite labor and religious leaders. 


VI. An 8-Point Rural Program for Religion and Labor 


This Conference is concerned with the welfare of the 
people on the land, with the improvement of the relation- 
ship between the farmers’ education and outlook upon 
public issues; with the extension of opportunities for 
more abundant life in rural areas; and finally with a unity 
of faith, consolidation of churches and church cooperation 
in rural areas. 

Since 51 per cent of the children of America are born in 
country communities and since a majority of church mem- 
bers in urban areas come from rural areas, the seed-bed 
of the future is in the country. There is therefore an 
immediate necessity for initiating specific projects through 
organized religion and organized labor to improve the ma- 
terial and spiritual conditions of our farm and country 
populations. Both groups often forget that farmers are 
of labor, and that the migrant, with the increase of indus- 
trial farming and land concentration, stands in the same 
need of collective bargaining as does the urban industrial 
worker. 

We therefore recommend : 

1. That theological seminaries equip themselves more 
adequately for the training of rural pastors by making 
it possible for students to take courses in rural sociology, 
land conservation, labor relations and farm economics ; and 
that students be encouraged to identify themselves with 
the farming way of life and with problems of the under- 
privileged by working on the farm, and living with the 
people. 

2. That, in view of the present woeful division among 
rural churches along denominational lines, drastic steps 
be taken to eliminate this evil. We recommend that 
wherever feasible the rural churches in a single area join 
in a federation or consolidation so that a single united 
parish may be established. 

3. We recommend that the denominational rural church 


commissions broaden their programs in order not only to 
give advice on detailed matters of church finance but to 
give specific guidance to ministers and their congregations 
with respect to credit unions, consumers’ cooperation, land 
conservation, trade unionism in agriculture and other re- 
lated problems. 

4. We endorse the Farmers Union, the Southern Ten- 
ant Farmers Union, the National Farmers Union, and 
similar organizations. 

5. We recommend that each denomination, acting in 
cooperation with the other denominations should estab- 
lish a legislative office in Washington with the dual func- 
tion of informing its membership on pending legislation 
and of pressing for specific measures approved by the re- 
spective church body. 

6. Denominations should be awakened to the latent 
power and influence of lay preachers and leaders among 
the farmers, sharecroppers and migrants. These preach- 
ers should be trained, should be awakened to the social 
implications of the Bible, and informed about the labor 
movement through special institutes held for their bene- 
fit near the scene of their activities. 

7. For the migrant we recommend that, both churches 
and trade unions awaken to the fact that he is an agricul- 
tural industrial worker, as greatly in need of collective 
bargaining rights and responsibilities as any other man. 
We hope that the CIO and AFL will no longer neglect 
the migrant workers on the land, but will soon press or- 
ganizational drives. We recommend the extension of 
social security benefits, state-financed medicine, and free 
schooling to these workers. 

8. For the farmer of meagre means, tenant farmers and 
sharecroppers, we recommend that churches and labor 
unions press for the establishment of a strong security 
program involving land conservation, easy loans, and farm 
resettlement. The Farm Security Administration should 
be reborn. 


VII. Co-ops Endorsed 


In view of the lack of knowledge of consumers’ prob- 
lems in many church and labor circles, and the current 
inability of the unorganized and downtrodden to improve 
their lot, we pledge our support to the Consumers Coopera- 
tive Movement in this country and throughout the world, 
and urge that churches and labor unions sponsor educa- 
tional programs and classes on consumers’ problems, and 
thus lay the basis for the establishment of functioning con- 
sumers cooperatives. 


Vill. Eleven Ways for the Ynions and Churches to Get Together 


This Conference recommends in the interest of a more 
intelligent relationship between the labor unions and the 
churches that: 

1. Members of labor unions study the religious institu- 
tions, and that a course in this field be introduced as a 
part of the program of workers’ education. 

2. Members of labor unions interview pastors and re- 
ligious leaders to discover ways in which they may be of 
service in helping to interpret their mutual problems and 
needs. 

3. Members of the churches study the labor movement, 
and that such studies be offered as a course in the curricu- 
lum of adult education. 

4. Members of churches visit union headquarters, inter- 
view union leaders and attend labor union meetings, as a 
furtherance of the “reconciliation” program of the Church. 

5. The holding of joint conferences between union mem- 
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_ bers and members of churches on either an official or an 


unofficial basis. 

6. Members of national denominational staffs urge their 
churches to include in their religious education curriculum 
courses and materials on the labor movement. 

7. Members of national staffs set up area or regional 
conferences dealing with the church and industrial rela- 
tions. 

8. Members of national staffs engage labor leaders 
from time to time for participation in national programs. 

9. Members of labor unions engage national religious 
leaders to prepare material for the study of the church 
and labor. 

10. Members of unions include in the program of their 
regional meetings an interpretation of the church’s pro- 
gram in relation to organized labor. 

11. Officers of labor unions invite national religious 
leaders to speak at their conventions. 


IX. Labor Unity Urged 


The Conference urges that organized labor achieve unity 
in its own ranks. The present cleavages between the 
AFL, CIO, and United Mine Workers hamper progress in 
American life, and if allowed to continue into a period 
of postwar depression will invite defeat not only for 
labor but for many of the purposes of democracy. Great 
as are the obstacles to a united labor movement, they are 
small compared to the losses to be incurred if these prob- 
lems are not solved, and solved promptly. 


X. Leadership Training 


This Conference is gratified to observe the developing 
tendency within the ranks of organized religion and of 
organized labor to provide an able leadership and trained 
leadership for assignment to the task of encouraging and 
directing a closer understanding and cooperation between 
the two groups. 

We urge the rapid extension of this movement by 
which both church and labor may recruit from their mem- 
berships the most promising persons for this task, support 
them in a religious preparation through formal instruc- 
tion and practical clinical experience, and open oppor- 
tunities for the widest possible service to those so trained. 

We include also in this recommendation the recruiting 
and training of specialized leadership for a cooperative 
service between the church and the farm and the farm 
worker. 

We commend the efforts of the Theological Division 
of the Religion and Labor Foundation which seeks to im- 
prove the training of students for the ministry to the end 
that they may become leaders in the development of under- 
standing and cooperation between the church and labor. 
We commend also all other programs of church and theo- 
logical schools which look in this same direction. 
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XI. More Conferences Needed 


The great issues before our nation and the world can- 
not be dealt with adequately without the cooperation of 
religion and labor. We hope, therefore, that this Confer- 
ence of the representatives of labor and religion may be 
only the first of a series of similar Conferences; since 
their value in terms of mutual acquaintances and better 
understanding has been proven by our experiences of 
these days. 

Since the greater proportion of responsibility for carry- 
ing on this movement and setting up further conferences 
of this sort must be borne by the Religion and Labor 
Foundation, we urge consideration of the ways and means 
of obtaining more generous financial support for the 
Foundation from individuals and groups both in the 
labor movement and in the churches; and that this sup- 
port be regarded as a primary call upon the individuals 
and groups to whom the religion and labor movement and 
the Religion and Labor Foundation which expresses the 
hopes and aims of this movement in organized form is 
of paramount importance. 

We take this opportunity to declare our gratitude and 
appreciation to Dr. and Mrs. Willard Uphaus, through 
whose untiring and sacrificial effort this Conference was 
made possible and the movement it represents has been 
strengthened and brought thus far. We pledge them our 
continued and increasing loyalty and collaboration in the 
knowledge that what has been nurtured through the hard 
years of the past has now reached sufficient growth and 
stamina to take its rightful place in these crucial times. 


XII. Conference Calls for More Moral Courage 


Confronted by economic, racial and moral issues that call 
for action, we, the members of this Conference, are con- 
vinced that imperative actions in behalf of a more equitable 
social and economic order will not be taken unless we and 
the members of religious and labor organizations gain 
enough moral courage to overcome fear and to enable us 
to speak correctly, to write specifically, to organize the 
unorganized and to vote for those governmental officials 
who will seek to secure jobs, decent homes and social se- 
curity for all. 

We suggest the following means for gaining such moral 
courage: 

1. The study of the lives of great religious and labor 
leaders who have exemplified this quality of life. 

2. The observation of the rank and file members of re- 
ligious and labor organizations who are demonstrating 
moral courage in their every day living. 

3. The realistic facing of mankind’s need for jobs.at a 
living wage, for decent homes, and for a warless world. 

4. The strengthening of faith in a God of justice and 
love. 


Sunday School Membership in 1926 and 1941-42 


In this study the data on membership of Sunday or Sab- 
bath schools reported in the Census of Religious Bodies, 
1926, are compared with the latest compilation of reports 
of membership in these schools made by Otto Mayer and 
Wiebe Ellen Donohoe in 1943 for the International Coun- 
cil of Religious Education. The Census of Religious 
Bodies for 1926 was generally accepted as a reasonably 
adequate report. The compilation made in 1943 included 
the latest information available from the headquarters of 
the several denominations or from their appropriate boards 
and agencies. The data were mainly for the years 1941 or 


1942, but in some instances for earlier years, including 
1936. 

The gross figures reported for the two periods under 
consideration were as follows: 1926 


1943 Com- ‘Per cent 
Census pilation gain 
Religious bodies 212 258 21.7 
Sunday or Sabbath church schools 184,686 213,424 15.6 
Pupils enrolled in schools....... 21,038,526 22,776,620 8.3 


It is found.that 162 religious bodies furnished apparently 
comparable information for both years. These 162 relig- 
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ious bodies had, as will be seen below, all but a very small 
percentage of the church schools and of the persons en- 
rolled in them. (Most of the others report for one of 
the two years but not for the other.) The figures for 
these 162 bodies are as follows: 


162 Reticious Bopres REporTING FoR BotH YEARS 


1926 1943 Com- —— Per cent 
Census pilation gain 
Sunday or Sabbath church schools 183,713 209,963 14.3 
Pupils entolled 20,965,141 22,495,047 


If we consider the larger religious bodies, that is, those 
reporting church membership of 50,000 or over, we find 
that in 1926 these reported 174,276 church schools and 
in 1943 they reported 197,724 schools, an increase of 13.5 
per cent. The total enrollment in the schools was 20,243,- 
151 persons in 1926 and 21,543,837 persons in 1943, an 
increase of 6.4 per cent. In the table below detailed fig- 
ures are given for the 50 bodies reporting 50,000 
church members and over. A summary statement is given 
of the figures for 112 smaller religious bodies. 


Church School Statistics in the Continental United States 


A Comparison of the Census of Religious Bodies for 1926, with a Compilation made in 1943 of 
the “latest information,” usually for years ending in 1941 or 1942, but in some instances for 1936. 


Religious Bodies Reporting For Both Periods 


A. 50 Religious Bodies Reporting 50,000 Church Members 


and Over 
1926 Census 1943 Compilation 
Sunday or Sunday or 
Sabbath Church Sabbath Church 
Name of Religious Body Schools Pupils Schools Pupils 
Seventh Day Adventists... 1,383 81,067 2,906 169,308 
Assemblies of God....... 549 41,255 6,250 500,000 
Baptist Bodies 
No. Baptist Convention 6,999 — 1,052,794 6,433 939,497 
So. Baptist Convention 19,882 2,345,630 24,745 3,087,900 
National Baptist Conv. 
U.S.A., Inc., and Na- 
tional Baptist Conv. of 
American Baptist Assn.. 918 56,228 798 50,008 
Free Will Baptists... .. 643 38,199 699 42,455 
United American Free 
Will Bapt. Church... 144 5,077 200 8,317 
Church of the Brethren. . 895 109,891 1,001 108,266 
Church of Christ, Scientist 1,655 140,566 1,742 139,758 
Churches of God 
Church of God... 429 21,377 1,863 83,593 
Church of God (Ander- 
derson, Ind.) 819 61,448 1,696 131,000 
Church of the Nazarene.. 1,233 109,237 2,817 283,700 
Churches of Christ...... 4,403 274,571 4,434 277,317 
1Congregational Christian 
4,902 622,811 5,115 546,589 
Disciples of Christ...... 6,680 1,000,416 —7,899 971,153 
Eastern Orthodox Churches 
Greek Orth. Ch. (Hel- 
73 5,796 129 13,553 
Russian Orth. Greek 
Cath. Ch. of N. A.... 90 5,770 150 4,000 
Serbian Eastern Orth. 
7 497 39 3,000 
2Evangelical and Reformed 
2,760 486,745 2,825 454,435 
Evangelical Church ..... 2,000 280,195 1,957 275,344 
Federated Churches ..... 347 46,820 484 61,502 
Religious Society of Friends 
(Five Years Meeting) . 639 61,815 422 38,976 
Jewish Congregations ... 531 70,380 1,028 104,392 
Latter-Day Saints 
Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-Day Saints .. 1,222 178,738 = 1,598 300,256 
Reorganized Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter- 
ee 514 30,855 650 65,000 
Lutherans 
3American Luth. Ch... 1,581 142,349 1,745 171,100 
Evangelical Luth. Augus- 
tana Synod oi... 1,036 100,775 1,054 106,672 
Norwegian Luth. Ch. of 
1,660 131,147 1,714 201,865 


1926 Census 1943 Compilation 
Sunday or Sunday or 
ie Sabbath Church Sabbath Church 
Name of Religious Body Schools Pupils Schools Pupils 


Evangelical Luth. Synod 
of Mo. Ohio, and 


Other States ....... 2,485 179,868 3,423 263,606 
The Evangelical Luth. 

Joint Synod of Wise. 

and Other States ... 490 28,948 614 31,378 
The United Luth. Ch. in 

3,415 619,781 3,684 632,488 
Mennonite Church ...... 261 37,788 455 66,618 
Methodist Bodies 

4The Methodist Church 42,172 5,772,463 37,941 5,093,558 
African Meth. Epis. Ch. 5,884 288,247 6,742 323,600 
African Methodist Epis. 

Zion Church ........ 2,429 267,141 2,446 269,812 

Colored Meth. Epis. Ch. 2,351 103,523 3,433 312,821 
Polish National Cath. Ch. 74 6,401 2 091 
Presbyterian Bodies 
Cumberland Pres. Ch.. 765 48,052 907 71,000 
Presbyterian Ch. in the 
2,959 367,795 3,474 418,750 
Presbyterian Ch. in the 
J. S. A. ........... 8,237 1,407,298 8220 1,381,147 
United Presbyterian Ch. 

Re 871 148,658 865 137,258 
Protestant Epis. Ch...... 5,607 479,430 7,995 426,757 
Reformed Bodies 

Christian Reformed Ch. 178 25,281 300 34, 

Reformed Ch. in Amer. 689 124,308 739 105,935 
Roman Catholic Church.. 8,239 1,201,330 8,053 972,891 
Salvation Army ........ 1,015 91,586 1,105 102,447 
Unitarian Churches ..... » 317 19,722 15,426 
United Brethren in Christ 2,739 376,982 2,648 374,710 
Universalist Church .... 350 24,738 305 16,700 


Total: 50 Bodies.... 174,276 20,243,151 197,724 21,543,837 
B. 112 Religious Bodies Reporting Less Than 50,000 Church 


Members 
1926 Census 1943 Compilation 
Sunday or Sabbath Schools ........ 9,437 12,239 


1 Includes Congregational and General Convention of the Chris- 
tian Churches ‘as merged in 1931. 

2Includes Reformed in the U. S. and Evangelical Synod of 
N. A., merged in 1934. 

3 A merger of three bodies in 1930; 1926 figures include the three 

ies. 

4 The figures for 1926 are a total of those reported for the M. E. 
Church, the M. E. Church, South, and the Methodist Protestant 
Church. 
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